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Boston,  September  1,  1974. 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  115, 
Chapter  479,  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended,  I  submit 
herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Building 
Department  during  the  past  eighteen  months. 

Richard  R.  Thuma,  Jr., 

B  u  iJd  ing  Co  m  m  iss  ion  er . 
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DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 

The  Building  Department  was  established  by  Chapter 
280  of  the  Acts  of  1871, 

"An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Regulation  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  the  More  Effectual  Prevention 
of  Fire  and  the  Better  Protection  of  Life  and  Property 
in  the  City  of  Boston," 
and  came  into  being  on  October  2,  1871. 

This  act,  with  various  revisions  and  amendments, 
controlled  the  erection  and  alteration  of  buildings  and 
related  matters  until  July  16,  1892,  when  it  was  super- 
seded by  Chapter  419  of  the  Acts  of  1892.  This  act, 
although  amended  from  time  to  time,  remained  in 
effect  until  August  1,  1907,  when  it  was  superseded  by 
Chapter  550  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  which  remained  as  the 
Building  Law  of  the  City  of  Boston  until  1943. 

The  present  Building  Code,  Chapter  479  of  the  Acts 
of  1938  as  amended, 

"An  Act  for  the  Codification,  Revision  and  Amend- 
ment of  the  Laws  Relative  to  the  Construction, 
Alterations,  and  Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Other 
Structures  in  the  City  of  Boston," 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  June  27,  1938,  with  the 
provision  that  it  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  by  the 
Boston  City  Council.  Acceptance  by  the  Council  was 
delayed  pending  granting  by  the  Legislature  to  the 
Council  authority  to  make  revisions  in  the  law  as  passed 
by  the  Legislature.  This  authority  was  granted  by 
Chapter  217  of  the  Acts  of  1938;  Whereupon  the  Council 
proceeded  to  hold  a  series  of  public  hearings  on  pro- 
posed amendments  submitted  by  architects,  builders, 
property  owners,  and  various  civic  organizations.  As 
a  result  of  these  hearings  numerous  amendments  to 
the  act  were  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  on  May  10, 
1943,  Part  1  to  25  of  the  act  were  approved.  Parts 
26  to  32  were  approved  by  the  Council  on  December  21, 
1943.  Part  33,  "War  Provision,"  and  Part  34,  "Fall- 
out Shelters,"  were  added  by  later  amendments.  Since 
1943  the  code  has  undergone  several  minor  and  three 
major  amendments  or  revisions.     Part  23,   "Live  and 
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Dead  Loads/'  Part  28,  "Steel  and  Iron,"  and  Part  29, 
"Excavations  and  Foundations,"  have  been  completely 
revised,  updated,  and  rewritten,  and  are  incorporated 
in  recent  reprints  of  the  code.  Part  25,  "Wood,"  Part 
26,  "Reinforced  Concrete,"  and  Part  27,  "Precast 
Gypsum  Concrete,"  are  now  undergoing  revision  and 
updating. 

The  Building  Code  places  upon  the  Building  Depart- 
ment the  duty  of  inspecting  the  erection,  alteration, 
repair,  moving,  or  demolition  of  all  buildings  or  struc- 
tures, except  those  specifically  exempted  by  Section  107 
of  the  code,  and  the  issuance  of  permits  therefor.  The 
department  also  issues  permits  for  and  inspects  the 
installation,  repair,  replacement,  or  extension  of  all 
utilities  such  as  plumbing,  gas  fitting,  electrical  work, 
elevators,  fire-extinguishing  apparatus,  engines,  dyna- 
mos, generators,  boilers,  heaters,  ovens,  and  other  heat- 
producing  apparatus  governed  by  the  code. 

The  department  administers  the  zoning  regulations 
formulated  and  adopted  by  the  Boston  Zoning  Com- 
mission under  authority  of  Chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of 
1956.  These  regulations,  which  became  effective  on 
December  31,  1964,  superseded  the  original  Zoning  Act 
of  June  5,  1924.  The  provisions  of  Chapter  143  of 
the  General  Laws,  insofar  as  they  are  applicable  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  are  also  administered  by  the  Building 
Department.  The  department  inspects  and  certifies  all 
places  of  assembly  such  as  stores,  restaurants,  taverns, 
dance  halls,  and  places  of  similar  occupancy  accommo- 
dating fifty  or  more  persons. 

Also  placed  in  the  department  by  ordinances  of  the 
City  Council,  but  not  under  the  control  or  supervision 
of  the  Building  Commissioner  except  in  the  matter  of 
communicating  with  the  Mayor  and  submitting  annual 
reports  of  their  activities,  are  the  Board  of  Appeal,  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,* 
and  the  Zoning  Commission.    Chapter  616  of  the  Acts 

*The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  ceased  to  exist  with  the  taking  effect  of  the 
new  zoning  regulations  formulated  under  Chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of  1956,  on 
December  31,  1964. 
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of  1955  established  in  the  Building  Department  the 
Beacon  Hill  Architectural  Commission,  which  Com- 
mission has  the  duty  of  passing  on  the  appropriateness 
of  all  changes  in  the  exterior  architectural  features  of 
buildings  in  the  Historic  Beacon  Hill  District.  Reports 
of  these  Boards  are  incorporated  herein. 

Chapter  616  of  the  Acts  of  1955,  in  order  to  promote 
the  general  welfare  of  the  public  and  to  maintain  the 
area  as  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  architecture  and  as 
a  tangible  reminder  of  old  Boston  as  it  existed  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Commonwealth,  created  the  Historic 
Beacon  Hill  District,  bounded 

"southerly  by  the  northerly   side  line  of  Beacon 
street;  westerly  by  a  line  parallel  with  and  150  feet 
distant  westerly  by  the  westerly  side  of  Beaver  street; 
northerly    by    Beaver    place;    easterly    by    Brimmer 
street;  northerly  again  by  Byron  street;  westerly  again 
by  a  line  parallel  with  and  eighty  feet  distant  westerly 
from  the  westerly  side  line  of  Charles  street;  northerly 
again  by  the  southerly  side  line  of  Charles  street; 
northerly  again  by  the  southerly  side  line  of  Revere 
street;  westerly  again  by  the  westerly  side  line  of 
Myrtle  street;  northerly  again  by  the  southerly  side 
line  of  Myrtle  street;  and  easterly  again  by  the  west- 
erly side  line  of  Hancock  street  and  said  side  line  ex- 
tended southerly  to  Beacon  street;  excluding,  how- 
ever, from  said  area  land  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  estates  numbered  26  to  88,  inclusive,  and  98  to 
136,  inclusive,  on  Myrtle  street," 
in  which  no  permit  may  be  issued  by  the  Building  De- 
partment unless  certificate  of  appropriateness  or  cer- 
tificate of  nonapplicability  of  the  statute,  issued  by  the 
Beacon  Hill  Architectural  Commission,  which  was  estab- 
lished under  the  act  creating  the  historic  district,  or 
that  no  exterior  architectural  feature  was  involved,  was 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Building  Commissioner. 

The  historic  district  was  enlarged  and  extended  by 
Chapter  315  of  the  Acts  of  1958  to  include  a  contiguous 
area  bounded 

"southerly  by  Byron  street;  westerly  by  Brimmer 
street;  southerly  again  by  Beaver  place;  westerly  again 
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by  Embankment  road;  northerly  by  Pinckney  street; 

and  easterly  by  a  line  parallel  with,  and  eighty  feet 

distant  westerly  from,   the  westerly  line  of  Charles 

street." 

Chapter  622  of  the  Acts  of  1963  further  enlarged  and 

extended   the   district   to   include   an   area   contiguous 

thereto  bounded 

"southerly  by  Myrtle  street;  including,  however, 
the  estate  numbered  26  to  88,  inclusive,  and  98  to  136, 
inclusive,  on  Myrtle  street;  southerly  by  Revere 
street ;  westerly  by  the  alley  located  to  the  rear  of  the 
estates  numbered  130  to  140  Charles  street;  northerly 
by  the  northerly  boundary  line  of  the  estate  numbered 
140  Charles  street;  and  by  said  boundary  line  ex- 
tended diagonally  in  an  easterly  direction  across 
Charles  street,  to  Putnam  avenue;  northerly  by  Put- 
nam avenue;  westerly  by  West  Cedar  street;  northerly 
by  Phillips  street;  easterly  by  the  rear  property  lines 
of  the  estates  numbered  79  to  61  West  Cedar  street; 
northerly  and  westerly  by  the  northerly  property  lines 
of  the  estates  located  at  the  northerly  ends  of  Belling- 
ham  place,  Sentry  Hill,  and  Goodwin  place,  and  the 
northerly  sideline  of  the  estate  numbered  37  Grove 
street;  easterly  by  Grove  street;  northerly  by  Revere 
street;  easterly  by  Irving  street;  but  including  the 
estates  located  on  Rollins  place," 

and  also  another  contiguous  area  bounded 

"northerly  by  a  line  parallel  to  and  forty  feet  dis- 
tant southerly  from  the  southerly  sideline  of  Cam- 
bridge street;  easterly  by  Bowdoin  street;  southerly 
by  Derne  and  Myrtle  streets;  westerly  by  Irving 
street;  generally  southerly  by  the  northerly,  easterly, 
and  westerly  boundaries  of  the  area  defined  in  section 
one  B;  southerly  by  Revere  street;  westerly  and 
northerly  by  Embankment  road;  and  northerly  by 
Charles  Street  Circle,  and  including  the  estates  located 
at  131  and  141  Cambridge  street  and  2-16  Lynde 
street." 

Chapter  625  of  the  Acts  of  1966,  which  became  effec- 
tive on  December  1,  1966,  created  a  "Back  Bay  Resi- 
dential District"  and  established  within  the  framework 
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of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  a  "Back  Bay 
Architectural  Commission"  which  is  empoAvered  to  pass 
on  all  building  construction  and  related  matters  within 
the  district.  The  Building  Commissioner  may  not  grant 
permits  for  construction  within  the  area  unless  the 
application  therefor  bears  a  certificate  from  the  com- 
mission that  no  exterior  architectural  feature  is  involved 
or  is  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  design  approval. 

The  "Back  Bay  Residential  District"  comprises  the 
area  bounded  as  follows: 

"Westerly  by  the  easterly  side  line  of  Charlesgate 
East;  northerly  by  the  southerly  side  fine  of  Back 
street;  easterly  by  the  westerly  side  line  of  Embank- 
ment road;  northerly  by  the  southerly  side  line  of 
Beacon  street;  easterly  by  the  westerly  side  line  of 
Arlington  street;  southerly  by  the  northerly  side 
lines  of  the  public  alleys  between  Newbury  street 
and  Conunonwealth  avenue,  from  Arlington  street 
to  the  westerly  side  line  of  Massachusetts  avenue, 
said  lines  being  extended  across  intervening  streets 
and  Massachusetts  avenue;  westerly  by  the  westerly 
side  line  of  Massachusetts  avenue;  and  southerly  by 
the  northerly  side  line  of  Newbury  street." 

A  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment for  the  past  eighteen  months  from  January  1,  1973, 
to  June  30,  1974  is  included. 

Beginning  July  1,  1974,  the  fiscal  year  will  end  June  30, 
1975,  and  future  annual  reports  will  cover  the  same 
period. 

The  new  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Building 
Code  will  be  in  effect  in  the  City  of  Boston  commencing 
January  1,  1975. 


Building  Department 

Classification  of  Department  Personnel 
(As  effective  on  December  31,  1972) 


Number  Title  Grade 

1     Building  Commissioner 

1  Supervising  Structural  Engineer    .        .        .        .        .  R-21 

1  Deputy  Building  Commissioner R-20 

2  Assistant  Building  Commissioners        ....  R-20 

1  Supervisor,  Construction  and  Safety  Inspection        .  R-17 

2  Senior  Structural  and  Safety  Inspectors      .        .        .  R-17 

5  Senior  Administrative  Assistants R-16 

1  Chief  Gas  Fitter  and  Sprinkler  Inspector    .        .        .  R-16 

1  Supervisor,  Mechanical  Inspector         ....  R-17 

1     Administrative  Assistant R-15 

1     Zoning  Administrator R-17 

3  Chief  Building  Inspectors R-15 

3  Chief  Electrical  Inspectors El-15 

1     Chief  Elevator  Inspector R-15 

1  Chief  Plumbing  Inspector R-15 

2  Chief  Building  Administrative  Clerks  .        .        .  R-14 

1     Chief  Egress  Inspector R-14 

1     Head  Administrative  Clerk R-13 

1     Senior  Elevator  Inspector R-13 

6  Senior  Building  Inspectors R-13 

5  Senior  Electrical  Inspectors 

1  Senior  Gas  Fitter  and  Sprinkler  Inspector  .        .        .  R-13 

1     Senior  Plumbing  Inspector R-13 

1     Assistant  Zoning  Administrator R-12 

1  Building  Construction  and  Repair  Inspector      .        .  R-12 

32     Building  Inspectors R-12 

12     Plumbing  Inspectors R-12 

2  Exterior  Electrical  Inspectors El-12 

4  Gas  Fitting  Inspectors R-12 

1     Head  Clerk-Secretary R-12 

14     Interior  Electrical  Inspectors El-12 

1     Principal  Cashier R-12 

1     Senior  Egress  Inspector R-12 

1  Sprinkler  Inspector R-12 

2  Egress  Inspectors R-ll 

1  Egress  Zoning  Inspector R-ll 

2  Head  Clerks R-ll 

2  Building  Plan  Storage  Attendants        ....  R-  8 

6  Principal  Clerks R-  8 

6     Senior  Clerk-Typists R-  2 

4     Clerk-Typists R-  2 

1     Senior  Microfilm  Operator R-  5 

*  A  year 


Compensation 

*$24,487  00 
362  00 
464  20 
430  45 
329  70 
329  70 
300  70 
300  70 
329  70 
272  70 
300  70 
272  70 
267  08 
272  70 
272  70 
246  10 
246  10 
222  35 
222  35 
222  35 

221  95 

222  35 
222  35 
211  55 
211  55 
211  55 
211  55 

210  20 

211  55 
211  55 

210  20 

211  55 
211  55 
211  55 
201  25 
201  25 
201  25 
174  10 
174  10 
151  60 
133  35 
151  60 


n 
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The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
new  buildings  for  purposes  of  habitation  together  with 
the  number  of  family  accommodations  provided  thereby 
for  the  erection  of  which  applications  were  filed  with 
the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  during 
the 

Eighteen-Month  Period 
January  1,  1973  to  June  30,  1974 


Number  of  Family  Units 

1973- 

1974 

1972 

in  Each  Building 

Buildings 

Families 

Buildings 

Families 

1 

44 
9 
3 

127 

44 

18 

9 

235 

28 
17 

1 

26 

28 

2 

34 

3 

3 

4 

Multi 

Total 

183 

306 

72 

65 

Summary  of  Housing  Construction  —  Year  1973-74 


New  habitations  erected 

Accommodations  provided  by  new  construction . 

Accommodations  provided  by  alterations 

Habitations  razed 

Accommodations  eliminated  by  razing 

Accommodations  eliminated  by  alterations 

Net  change  in  number  of  habitations 

Net  change  in  nnmber  of  accommodations 


183 

304 

400 

497 

1,206 

170 

-314 

-1,016 


Habitations  Razed  and  Accommodations  Eliminated 


1973-74 


1,206 


One-family.  . 
Two-family. 
Three-family 
Four-family . 

Multi 

Total... 


Building  Department  9 

On  January  1,  1973  there  were  (estimated)  in  the  City 
of  Boston: 

Brick  and  other  fire-resistive  buildings      .        .      44,692 
Buildings  erected  1973 218 

44,474 

Buildings  razed 304 

Total  brick  and  fire-resistive  buildings  on  January  1,  1973   .        .      44,170 

Wood  buildings 5,581 

Buildings  erected 108 

95,473 

Buildings  razed 475 

Total  wood  buildings  (estimated)  on  January  1,  1973    .        .        .      94,998 

Total  of  all  buildings  (estimated)  on  January  1,  1973    .        .        .    139.168 
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ELECTRICAL  INSPECTION  DIVISION 
January  1,  1973,  to  June  30,  1974 


No. 

1  Inspections  made  —  interior    . 

2  Inspections  made  —  exterior    . 

3  Manholes  constructed 

4  Underground  services  installed 

5  Poles  set  in  new  locations 

6  Poles  standing  in  public  ways 

7  Poles  removed    .        .     •  . 

8  Notices  of  overhead  construction 

9  Notices  of  underground  construction 

10  Reports  of  overhead  construction   . 

11  Reports  of  underground  construction     . 

12  Vaults  installed  in  public  ways  and  customers 

vaults 

13  Underground    conduits    installed  —  number    of 

linear  feet 

14  Accident  reports  investigated  —  exterior 

15  Board  and  nursery  homes  inspected 

16  Hospitals  inspected 

17  Nursery  schools  or  day  care  agencies  inspected 

18  Day  care  centers  and  rest  homes    . 

19  Medical  schools  inspected        .     •   . 

20  Permits  granted  for  electrical  work  —  interior 

21  Complaints  received  and  investigated    . 

22  Grants  of  location  approved    .... 

23  Underground    installations    completed,    110,000 

volts.        .        .        .        .        ... 

24  Number  of  new  municipal  lampposts  installed 

25  Number  of  municipal  lampposts  removed     . 

26  Number  of  lampposts  in  Boston     . 

27  Complaints  received  and  investigated    . 


38,400 

5,647 

155 

954 

722 
26,000 

380 
5,840 
4,497 
4,372 

420 


102,420 

295 

73 

90 

120 

8 

20 

7,328 

720 
603 

190,433 

1,212 

997 

17,980 

943 
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Number  of  Documents  and  Fees  Received  by  the  Building 
Department  —  January  1,  1973,  to  June  30,  1974 


Documents           Fees 

New  documents 

326 

$136,610  50 

Elevator 

142 

2,280  00 

7,584 

546,791  65 

Electrical  inspections 

7,874 

306,968  58 

Elevator  inspections  . 

3,665 

114,420  00 

Plumbing,  old     .... 

3,296 

22,163  00 

Plumbing,  new   .... 

217 

8,903  50 

Heating,  boilers,  generators,  etc. 

1,040 

2,891  00 

Gas,  old 

4,413 

12,207  00 

Gas,  new     .       . 

62 

1,067  00 

Sprinklers 

530 

40,720  00 

Board  of  Appeal 

484 

90,675  00 

Amendments      .... 

187 

24,040  00 

Foundations        . 

72 

3,042  50 

Law  books  .     '  .    "  . 

1,380 

12,607  50 

Pamphlets  .        .        . 

580 

569  00 

Class  B,  garages 

22 

2,539  00 

Class  C,  inflammables 

64 

4,762  00 

Welders 

11 

250  00 

Duplicate  permits,  etc.     . 

18 

18  00 

Plans,  photo,  certified  copy 

2,315 

6,176  00 

Totals 

34,282 

$1,339,882  23 
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Summary  of  Accidents  and  Reports, 
January  1,  1973,  to  June  30,  1974 

Gas  accidents: 

Fatal 0 

Nonfatal 0 

Elevator  accidents: 

Fatal .  2 

Nonfatal 30 

Escalator  accidents 96 

Building  accidents  —  special  reports 2 

(violations 2,357 

unsafe  buildings         .       .       .  1,869 

Communications  acted  on 3,500 

Complaints  referred  to  court  for  prosecution        .       .  500 

Court  action  entered 2,365 

Warrants  issued 797 

Continued   .       .               .     -  .       .       .       .       .       .  5,172 

Dismissed    .        .        .               ...        .        .        .  1,654 
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Financial  Report,  1973-1974  —  Expenditures 

1.     Personal  Services: 

10.    Permanent  employees       ....       $2,556,800 
12.     Overtime 32,212 


£2,589,012 


2.  Contractual  Services: 

21.  Communications $5,299 

27.  Repairs  to  equipment       ....  2,389 

28.  Transportation  of  persons        .        .        .  43,306 

29.  Miscellaneous  contractual  services .        .  659,267 

$710,261 

3.  Supplies  and  Materials: 

30.  Automotive $436 

36.     Office  supplies 11,054 

39.     Miscellaneous  supplies      ....  873 

$12,363 

4.  Current  Charges  and  Orligations: 

49.     Dues,  subscriptions,  and  licenses    .        .  $3,834 

56.    Office  equipment       .       .       .       .       .  4,622 

$8,456 

5.  Equipment 

59.     Library $192 

Grand  total $3,320,284 

Appropriation $3,891,177 


Building  Department 


23 


Fees  Received,  January  1,  1973,  to  June  30,  1974 


New  buildings    . 
Alterations  and  repairs 
Electrical     . 
Elevator 
Egress  . 

Plumbing  permits 
Boiler  permits     . 
Gasfitting  permits 
Sprinkler  permits 
Board  of  Appeal 
Amendments 
Foundations 
Law  books  and  maps 
Pamphlets  . 
Inflammables 
Welder  certificates 
Duplicate  copies 
Photo,  plans,  typing 

Totals  . 


No. 

Fees 

317 

$249,045  00 

5,112 

357,797  00 

4,776 

143,822  35 

3,039 

89,985  00 

927 

35,625  00 

2,511 

15,067  50 

405 

1,082  00 

2,504 

6,888  50 

245 

16,565  00 

285 

46,273  75 

107 

19,154  00 

28 

1,400  00 

311 

1,512  50 

446 

431  00 

22 

2,066  00 

3 

75  00 

8 

8  00 

1,735 

5,400  00 

22,844     $1,000,714  00 


24 


City  Document  No.  6 


Number  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  from  January  1, 
1973,  to  June  30,  1974  by  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
Building  Department,  and  revenue  received  for  same: 


Class 

Number  of 
Permits  and 

Licenses  Issued 

Revenue 
Received 

Garages: 
Private 
Lubritorium 
Repair  shop 
Business 
Public 

326  cars     3  permits 

8  cars     3  permits 

219  cars     8  permits 

53  cars     4  permits 

868  cars     3  permits 

$406  00 
190  00 
955  00 
298  00 
550  00 

21 

64 
85 

Totals 

Flammables: 

Total  ga 

1,474  cars  21  permits  $ 

Uonage:  704,357  gallons 
mber  cubic  feet  of  gases 

2,399  00 
18,061 

$2,399  00 
4,762  00 

Total  nu 

$7,161  00 
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BEACON  HILL  ARCHITECTURAL  COMMISSION 

May  20,  1974. 
Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor: 

This  report,  for  the  year  1973,  is  the  eighteenth  annual 
report  of  the  Beacon  Hill  Architectural  Commission  and, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  616,  Acts 
of  1955,  as  amended,  it  is  submitted  herewith  through 
the  Building  Commissioner. 

The  Commission  is  responsible  for  passing  on  the 
appropriateness  of  all  changes  in  the  exterior  features  of 
all  buildings  within  the  Historic  Beacon  Hill  District. 
Twelve  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  Fees  re- 
ceived for  certificate  of  appropriateness  were  $200. 
Cases  disposed  of  were  as  follows: 

Certificates  of  appropriateness  issued 34 

Applications  rejected 9 

Applications  withdrawn 2 

Applications  held  over                  .                1 

Certificates  of  nonapplicability  issued        ......  35 

Approved  for  ordinary  repairs 21 

Advisory  opinions  given 12 

Cases  processed  during  the  seventeen  years  of  the 
Commission's  operation  total  2,186. 

The  Commission  is  now  composed  of  the  following 
members : 

Member  Term  Ends 

Joseph  L.  Eldredge,  The  Mayor May  1,  1970* 

John  Codman,  Boston  Real  Estate  Board    ....  May  1,  1970* 

John  P.  Bennett,  Boston  Society  of  Architects    .  May  1,  1973* 
James   D.    McNeely,    Society   for   Preservation  of  New 

England  Antiquities .        .        .        .  May  1,  1974* 

Jesse  R.  Fillman,  Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association .        .        .  May  1,  1976 

The  alternate  members  of  the  Commission  authorized  by  section  1 , 
chapter  429,  Acts  of  1965,  are  as  follows: 

Benjamin  Cook,  The  Mayor   .  May  1,  1970* 

Alexander  Mclntyre,  Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association  .        .  May  1,  1970* 

Frederick  W.  Lord,  Boston  Real  Estate  Board    .        .        .  May  1,  1972* 

George  Notter,  Jr.,  Boston  Society  of  Architects        .  May  1,  1973* 
Harriet  Ropes  Cabot,  Society  for  Preservation  of  New 

England  Antiquities      .        .        .  May  1,  1974* 

The  officers  for  1973  and  1974  are  Joseph  Eldredge, 
Chairman;  John  Codman,  Acting  Vice-Chairman;  and 
Richard  L.  Granara,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

*  Term  expired,  awaiting  reappointment. 
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FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

ZONING  COMMISSION 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 

for  the  Calendar  Year  Ending 
December  31,  1973 

Hon.  Kevin  H.  White, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  Zoning  Commission  submits  herewith,  in  accord- 
ance with  section  25,  chapter  3,  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1961,  its  fifteenth  annual  report,  containing  a  statement 
of  its  acts  and  doings  along  with  its  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1973. 


COMMISSION   MEMBERSHIP 

Richard  B.  Fowler,  Chairman 
Richard  Battles,  Vice-Chair  man 

Members 

Richard  Battles,  Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 

Vincent  DiNunno,  Mayor's  selection 

Michael  Flaherty,  Mayor's  selection 

Richard  B.  Fowler,  Greater  Boston  Real  Estate  Board 

Alfred  Gross,  Master  Builders'  Association  of  Boston 

Louis  P.  Leonard,  Mayor's  selection 

Thomas  J.  Mclntyre,  Greater  Boston  Labor  Council 

Theodore  W.  Paul,  Massachusetts  Motor  Truck  Associ 
tion,  Inc 

John  N.  Philips,  Associated  Industries  of  Massachu- 
setts   

Eric  Powell,  Greater  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Vacancy,  Boston  Society  of  Landscape  Architects . 


Term  Ending 
Holdover  (1972) 
Holdover  (1971) 
Holdover  (1973) 
Holdover  (1970) 
Holdover  (1971) 
Holdover  (1972) 
Holdover  (1970) 

Holdover  (1971) 

Holdover  (1970) 
Holdover  (1972) 
(1972) 
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Annual  Meeting 

In  compliance  w  ith  the  provisions  of  section  9,  chapter 
3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1961,  the  Commission 
held  its  annual  organization  meeting  on  May  31,  1973, 
when  the  following  officials  were  elected : 

Mr.  Richard  B.  Fowler,  Chairman*;  Mr.  Richard 
Battles,  Vice-Chairman;  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Siemiat- 
kaska,  Secretary*. 

The  following  appointment  was  also  made : 
Mr.  Mace  Wenniger,  Advisor*. 

Mr.  David  Martignetti  was  appointed  official  zoning 
draftsman  at  a  meeting  held  on  January  19,  1973. 


Legislation 

Chapter  802  of  the  Acts  of  1972,  section  66,  amended 
chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of  1956  as  follows: 

Section  66.  Section  8  of  chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of  1956  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  the  first  paragraph  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  following  two  paragraphs: 

There  is  hereby  established  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  board  to  be  called 
the  board  of  appeal,  and  to  consist  of  five  members  appointed  by  the 
mayor  in  the  following  manner : —  the  first  member  from  two  candidates, 
one  to  be  nominated  by  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Board  and  one  by  the 
Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Board;  the  second  member  from  two  candi- 
dates, one  to  be  nominated  by  the  Boston  Society  of  Architects  and  one 
by  the  Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers;  the  third  member  from  three 
candidates,  one  to  be  nominated  by  the  Master  Builders  Association,  one 
by  the  Building  Trades  Employers'  Association  and  one  by  the  Building 
Contractors  Association  of  Massachusetts,  Inc.;  the  fourth  member  from 
two  candidates  to  be  nominated  by  the  Building  Trades  Council  of  Boston 
and  vicinity;  and  the  fifth  member  to  be  selected  by  the  mayor.  Ap- 
pointments to  said  board  shall  be  for  terms  of  five  years.  Vacancies 
shall  be  filled  for  an  unexpired  term  in  the  same  manner  in  which  original 
appointments  are  required  to  be  made.  Each  member  of  the  board  of 
appeal  shall  receive  for  every  day  or  part  thereof  of  actual  services  twenty 
dollars  or  such  other  sum  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  city 
council  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor;  but  no  member  shall  so  receive 
in  any  one  year  more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  such  other  sum  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  fixed  by  the  city  council  with  the  approval 
of  the  mayor.  No  member  shall  act  in  a  case  in  which  he  has  a  personal 
interest,  and  when  a  member  is  so  disqualified,  or  absent,  the  remaining 
members  shall  designate  a  substitute.  Members  of  said  board  shall  be 
residents  of  or  engaged  in  business  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  board 
shall  establish  rules  and  regulations  for  its  own  procedure  not  inconsistent 
with  this  code. 

*  Indicates  reappointment  or  reelection. 
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Any  board  or  officer  of  the  city  or  any  person  aggrieved  by  reason  of 
being  refused  a  permit  by  any  administrative  official  under  the  provisions 
of  the  state  building  code  or  by  reason  of  any  order  or  decision  of  the 
building  commissioner  or  other  administrative  official  in  violation  of  any 
provision  of  the  state  building  code  or  any  zoning  regulation  or  amend- 
ment thereof  adopted  under  the  state  building  code  may  appeal  to  said 
board  of  appeal  within  forty-five  days  after  such  refusal,  order  or  decision 
by  paying  to  the  building  commissioner  a  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars  or 
such  other  sum  as  the  city  council  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor  may 
from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  by  filing  with  the  board  or  officer  from 
whose  refusal,  order  or  decision  the  appeal  is  taken  a  notice  of  appeal 
specifying  the  grounds  thereof.  Such  board  or  officer  shall  forthwith 
transmit  to  said  board  of  appeal  such  notice  of  appeal  and  all  documents 
and  papers  constituting  the  record  of  the  case  in  which  the  appeal  is 
taken.    (Effective  Jan.  1,  1975) 

Activities 

Public  hearings,  executive  sessions,  and  inspection  trips 
were  held  as  found  necessary,  the  staff  of  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  rendering  such  assistance  as 
was  essential  in  the  way  of  investigations,  field  surveys, 
drafting,  and  secretarial  work.  A  detailed  record  of  pro- 
ceedings has  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commission 
on  the  ninth  floor  of  City  Hall.  This  record  is  open  to 
public  inspection  and  notice  of  decision  has  been  mailed 
to  all  parties  in  interest. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  action  taken  on  applications : 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  MAP  AMENDMENTS 

Pending  January  1,  1973 

No.  113,  Sevenel,  Inc.,  Austin  and  Sherrin  Streets,  Hyde 
Park,  change  S-.5  and  R-.5  to  R-.8  —  postponed  by  petitioner. 

No.  116,  Carlton  House  Trust,  Arlington  Street  and  Common- 
wealth Avenue,  change  H-5  to  B-8  —  postponed  by  petitioner. 

No.  1391,  Mattapan  Neighborhood  Block  Association,  River 
Street,  east  of  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  change  L-.5  to  R-.8  —  pending. 

No.  139A1,  East  side,  Midland  Division  of  Penn  Central 
Railroad,  south  of  L  and  R  districts  on  Morton  Street,  change 
M-l  to  R-.8  —  pending. 

No.  143,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Central  Business 
District,  South  Station  Urban  Renewal  Area:  bounded  by 
Summer  Street,  Fort  Point  Channel,  Broadway  Bridge,  Fitz- 
gerald Expressway,  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority  land, 
Atlantic  Avenue,  change  M-2  and  M-4  to  B-10  —  granted,  map 
amendment  No.  110,  voted  January  19,  1973,  effective  January 
22,  1973. 

»  Map  amendment  application  No.  139  included  ten  items,  most  of  which  were  granted 
in  1972.  Part  of  item  No.  9  was  severed  from  the  petition,  renumbered  139 A,  and  tabled. 
Item  10  was  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  vote  of  the  Zoning  Commission. 
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Received  in  1973 

No.  144,  Boston  Bedevelopment  Authority,  Boston  Proper, 
bounded  by  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Charles  River,  Boston 
Harbor,  Fort  Point  Channel,  and  Fitzgerald  Expressway, 
establish  restricted  parking  district  —  granted,  map  amend- 
ment No.  116,  voted  September  10,  1973,  effective  September 
27,  1973. 

No.  145,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Charlestown 
Urban  Renewal  Area,  Parcel  R-5b,  518  Medford  Street,  change 
B-l  to  H-l-U;  Parcel  R-19,  12-32  Chappie  Street,  Parcel  R-53, 
1-4  Armory  Street  and  423-433  Main  Street,  change  H-l  to 
H-l-U  —  granted,  map  amendment  No.  Ill,  voted  March  27, 
1973,  effective  April  11,  1973. 

No.  146,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Fenway  Urban 
Renewal  Area,  north  side  Boylston  Street,  between  Hereford 
Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue,  change  B-2  to  B-4  — 
granted,  map  amendment  No.  112,  voted  June  20, 1973,  effective 
July  9,  1973. 

No.  147,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Charlestown  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Area,  Parcel  R-56A,  northwest  corner  Main  and 
Devens  Streets,  change  B-2  and  H-l  to  L-l-U;  Parcels  R-60, 
R-61,  P-6,  west  side  Main  Street,  between  John  Harvard  Mall 
and  Devens  Street,  change  B-2  to  L-l-U  —  granted,  map 
amendment  No.  113,  voted  June  20, 1973,  effective  July  9, 1973. 

No.  148,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Charlestown 
Urban  Renewal  Area,  Parcel  X-10,  Lyndeboro'  and  Essex 
Streets;  Parcel  X-24,  Bunker  Hill  Street  and  Sullivan  Street, 
change  H-l  to  H-l-U  —  granted,  map  amendment  No.  114, 
voted  June  20,  1973,  effective  July  9,  1973. 

No.  149,  Advisor  to  the  Zoning  Commission,  Brighton,  North 
Beacon  and  Vineland  Streets,  change  M-l  to  R-.5  —  granted 
with  small  change  in  boundary  line,  map  amendment  No.  115, 
voted  June  20,  1973,  effective  July  9,  1973. 

No.  150,  Barry  Hoffman,  Pilgrim  Management  Corporation, 
Back  Bay,  north  side  of  Boylston  Street  from  Arlington  Street 
to  Hereford  Street,  change  B-4  and  B-8  to  B-10-155  —  granted, 
map  amendment  No.  117,  voted  September  10,  1973,  effective 
September  27,  1973. 

No.  151,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Area,  Parcel  RC-4,  west  side  Tremont  Street,  from 
Rutland  Square  to  Concord  Square,  change  L-2  to  H-5-U; 
Parcel  RC-5,  west  side  Tremont  Street,  from  Concord  Square 
to  Worcester  Street,  change  L-2  to  H-3-U ;  south  side  of  Tremont 
Street,  between  Northampton  and  West  Springfield  Streets; 
north  side  Tremont  Street,  between  West  Springfield  and  a 
point  100  feet  west  of  west  side  of  West  Springfield  Street, 
change  B-2  to  L-2;  westerly  side  of  West  Springfield  Street, 
Nos.  190  through  220,  inclusive,  change  B-2  to  H-3  —  granted, 
map  amendment  No.  118,  voted  September  10,  1973,  effective 
September  27,  1973. 
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No.  152,  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Corporation, 
Dorchester,  Bay  side  Mall,  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  Columbia  Point, 
change  B-l  to  M-l  —  hearing  postponed  for  further  study. 

No.  153,  Pasquale  Franchi  and  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  Planned  Development  Area  No.  8,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Perkins  and  Chestnut  Streets,  change  S-.3  to  S-.3-D  —  granted, 
map  amendment  No.  119,  voted  October  10,  1973,  effective 
October  11,  1973. 

No.  154,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Downtown 
Waterfront,  Faneuil  Hall  Urban  Renewal  Area,  portion  of 
Long  Wharf,  change  M-2  to  B-8  and  B-8-TJ  —  granted,  map 
amendment  No.  120,  voted  October  10,  1973,  effective  October 
25,  1973. 

No.  155,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  South  Station 
Urban  Renewal  Area,  Summer  and  High  Streets,  change  M-8 
and  B-10  to  B-10-U  —  granted,  map  amendment  No.  121, 
voted  October  10,  1973,  effective  October  25,  1973. 

No.  156,  City  of  Boston,  Economic  Development  and  Indus- 
trial Commission,  Dorchester,  vicinity  of  Sturtevant  and 
Christopher  Streets,  change  1-2  and  R-.8  to  M-l  —  granted, 
map  amendment  No.  122,  voted  November  21,  1973,  effective 
November  27,  1973. 

No.  157,  Harvard  University,  Allston,  Soldiers  Field  Road, 
from  Western  Avenue  to  North  Harvard  Street,  change  H-l  to 
H-2  —  withdrawn. 

No.  158,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  Dorchester, 
Brunswick  Gardens,  Brunswick  and  Normandy  Streets,  change 
H-l  to  H-l-U  —  granted,  map  amendment  No.  123,  voted 
November  21,  1973,  effective  November  21,  1973. 

No.  159,  Salesian  Society,  Orient  Heights,  west  side  of  MBTA 
right-of-way;  rear  of  properties  on  Bennington  and  Words- 
worth Streets,  change  R-.5  to  R-.8,  map  amendment  applica- 
tion number  assigned;  formal  petition  not  received. 

No.  160,  Houghton  Chemical  Company,  Allston,  52  Cam- 
bridge Street,  change  1-2  and  M-l  to  1-2  —  pending. 

APPLICATIONS   FOR  TEXT  AMENDMENTS 

Petitions  Received  1973 

No.  31,  advisor  to  the  Zoning  Commission,  sign  regulations; 
add  new  definitions;  regulate  signs  for  nonconforming  uses  in 
residential  districts;  allow  sign  area  in  excess  of  restrictions  if 
comprehensive  sign  design  is  approved  by  Urban  Design  De- 
partment of  BRA;  minor  clarifications  and  corrections  of  1972 
amendment  —  granted,  text  amendment  No.  24,  voted  March 
27,  1973,  effective  April  11,  1973. 
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No.  32,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  use  item  No.  34A 
(shop  dealing  in  adult  books,  pictures,  or  film)  and  use  item 
No.  38  (entertainment  conducted  for  profit),  made  conditional 
instead  of  allowed  in  M-8  district  —  granted,  text  amendment 
No.  25,  voted  March  27,  1973,  effective  April  11,  1973. 

No.  33,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  establish  a  new 
zoning  overlay  district  called  a  Restricted  Parking  District,  to 
be  mapped  in  Boston  Proper,  in  which  parking  lots,  parking 
garages,  and  parking  accessory  to  nonresidential  uses  would 
become  conditional  in  those  subdistricts  where  they  are  now 
allowed;  establish  criteria  for  granting  conditional  use  permits 
in  new  district;  repeal  floor  area  bonus  for  accessory  parking 
(section  15-2) ;  clarify  definition  of  gross  floor  area  —  granted 
in  modified  form,  text  amendment  No.  28,  voted  September 
10,  1973,  effective  September  27,  1973. 

No.  34,  advisor  to  the  Zoning  Commission,  numerous  minor 
changes,  clarifications,  and  corrections  —  granted,  text  amend- 
ment No.  26,  voted  June  20,  1973,  effective  July  9,  1973. 

No.  35,  Barry  Hoffman,  Pilgrim  Management  Corporation, 
no  plaza,  terrace,  or  public  access  to  a  basement  to  be  below 
grade  of  nearest  sidewalk  in  L  and  B  business  districts,  unless 
approved  by  Board  of  Appeal  —  granted,  text  amendment  No. 
27,  voted  June  20,  1973,  effective  July  9,  1973. 

No.  36,  Barry  Hoffman,  Pilgrim  Management  Corporation, 
establish  new  B-10-155  district  allowing  maximum  height  of 
155  feet  except  that  height  of  200  feet  allowed  on  corner  lots  if 
portion  of  building  above  155  feet  is  devoted  to  residential  use 
and  is  set  back  from  the  face  of  the  building  by  15  feet.  Make 
status  of  use  items  34A  ("adult"  books)  and  38  (entertainment 
uses)  conditional  in  B-10-155,  and  change  these  use  items  from 
allowed  to  conditional  in  B-4-70  and  B-8-120  districts — granted, 
text  amendment  No.  29,  voted  September  10,  1973,  effective 
September  27,  1973. 

No.  37,  advisor  to  the  Zoning  Commission,  drive-in  banks 
defined  and  put  in  use  item  No.  50,  along  with  drive-in 
restaurant  and  drive-in  movies;  change  sign  regulation  to  allow 
signs  above  the  roof  line  on  one-story  buildings  with  a  con- 
tinuous horizontal  parapet  above  roof  line  —  granted,  text 
amendment  No.  30,  voted  November  21,  1973,  effective 
November  30,  1973. 

Key  to  Abbreviations 

A  =  Allowed  PDA  =  Planned  development  area 

B  =  General  business  R  =  General  residential 

C  =  Conditional  S  =  Single  family 

D  =  Planned  development  area  subdistrict  U  =  Urban  Renewal  area  subdistrict 

F  =  Forbidden  UR A  =  Urban  Renewal  area 

H  =  Apartment  W  =  Waterfront  industrial 

I  =  General  industrial  Numbers  0.3  through  10  =  Floor  area  ratios 

L=  Local  business  Numbers   50,   65,    70,    120,    155  =  Height 

M  =  Redistricted  manufacturing  Restriction  districts 
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Financial  Statement 
Appropriation  —  1973 $4,960  00 


Expenditures : 

10    Permanent  Employees    . 

$999  96 

29    Contractual  Services 

2,064  32 

39    Miscellaneous  Supplies    . 

21  44 

1,085  72 


Balance  unexpended $1,874  28 

Income  received  for  filing  fees  from  petitions  received 
in  1973: 

Four  text  amendment  ap- 
plication fees,  $100  each  .  $400  00 

Ten  map   amendment  ap- 
plication fees,  $100  each  .  1,000  00 

— $1,400  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  B.  Fowler,  Chairman. 

Elizabeth  Siemiatkaska,  Secretary. 
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BOARD   OF  EXAMINERS 

The  Board  of  Examiners  was  created  by  city  ordinance 
in  1913  and  reestablished  under  legislative  act  in  1938. 
The  Board  acts  upon  applications  of  persons  desiring 
to  be  licensed  in  Boston  as  construction  superintendents, 
approving  or  rejecting  said  applications  under  certain 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  as  procedure  by  the  Board. 
The  members  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  are 
delineated  under  the  ordinances  as  an  architect  or 
engineer,  a  contractor  or  mechanic,  and  a  lawyer  or  a 
person  with  legal  qualifications. 

Following  is  a  table  of  January,  1973,  to  June,  1974 
activities : 

Applications  received  and  processed 322 

Applications  approved  and  issued 287 

Applications  rejected 22 

Applicants  absent 13 

New  licenses 89  at  $40  $3,560 

New  licenses 198  at    30  5,940 

Reissues 153  at    30  4,590 

Renewals 1,128  at    25  28,200 

Lost  licenses  .        . 31  at      5  155 

Total  licenses     .        .        .        .        .        .        1,599 

Total  receipts $42,445 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwina  S.  Carty,  Executive  Secretary, 

Board  of  Examiners. 
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BOARD   OF  APPEAL 

The  Board  of  Appeal,  established  in  accordance  with 
section  117  of  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended, 
and  chapter  665,  Acts  of  1956,  as  amended,  in  its  function- 
ing may  vary  the  provisions  of  the  acts  referred  to  it 
in  specific  cases,  which  appear  to  them  not  to  have  been 
contemplated  by  these  acts,  although  covered  by  it,  or 
in  cases  where  manifest  injustice  is  done,  provided  that 
the  decisions  of  the  Board  in  such  a  case  shall  have  the 
assent  of  four  members  under  the  Zoning  and  Building 
Codes  and  shall  not  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  any  provi- 
sion of  said  acts. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  summary  of  the  work  of 
this  department  for  the  year  1973,  through  June  30,  1974: 

In  re  Building  Law,  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as 
amended : 

Decisions  rendered 40 

Appeals  sustained          . .  27 

Appeals  received 44 

Appeals  sustained  with  provisos 10 

Appeals  dismissed 2 

Appeals  withdrawn 1 

Appeals  pending 4 

In  re  Zoning  Law,  chapter  665,  Acts  of  1956, 
as  amended: 

Decisions  rendered  1973  and  1974  and  carried  over  from  1971 

and  1972 , 494 

Appeals  sustained 116 

Appeals  received 445 

Appeals  sustained  with  provisos 213 

Appeals  dismissed 165 

Appeals  withdrawn 35 

Appeals  pending •  36 

Very  truly  yours, 

for  the  Board  of  Appeal, 

Anne  G.  Hagerty, 
Executive  Secretary. 


CITT  OP  BOSTON  e^^g»   PRINTING  SECTION 


